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TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Soil Audit and Nutrient Management

POTATOES - What to do now...
Late planted potatoes into cold wet soils are going to
throw too many tubers to make the size and grade
that you need for top prices, or even to meet your
buyers specifications.
To improve tuber size and evenness it will be
important to apply a foliar feed that comes with all
necessary trace elements, not least calcium, zinc and
believe it or not – selenium. More on this later.
We have formulated a specific potato bulker using
the ‘Flex Technology’ to be applied at 15lt/ha with
alternate blight sprays – minimum 3 applications (the
1st to be applied after tuber set).
This product contains the brilliant Amino Nitrogen
so no nasty nitrates, no ammonium losses and total
availability to your crop together with PO3
(phosphite), PO4 (phosphate) which will markedly
improve plant health and increase tuber size with
magnesium, manganese, sulphate, calcium, and zinc
all in a seaweed base with biological activators.

Potatoes and COMPLEX Potato Booster
This is a complete potato health promoter and will
ensure that key nutrients are available to the crop at
the right time to allow optimum growth whilst
maintaining plant health throughout. Trials using
the ‘Flex Technology’ over the last 4 years show
increased yield, but more importantly more even
tuber size in the saleable range – It's what you want!

COMPLEX Potato Booster provides growers with the
ability to effectively manage the balance between
leaf and root, targeting plant growth towards the
production of tubers.
Trials of ‘Flex’
on potatoes, compared with
conventional fertiliser.

Above: Neil, Flemming and George at the trials site..

In many parts of this country and Europe, potatoes
are in a bad way. I do believe that a few growers
with the right size and uniformity, with overall good
quality will command very high prices next
Christmas time. However, the majority with too
many ‘mids’ and of dubious quality may struggle to
sell them at all. This is one year you need to get the
size and quality right.

Potatoes £1000 per tonne?
These potatoes could be worth £1000 per tonne but this grower will not see it!

The main role for nitrogen in most crops is to build
protein, maintain green leaf area and promote
the conversion of sunlight into plant food. This is
particularly important for potatoes where canopy
management directly relates to tuber bulking rates
and dry matter accumulation.
Dependent on variety and growing conditions,
potatoes need a constant supply of nitrogen from
tuber initiation onwards in order to deliver
uniformity of grade size and tuber quality; however
potatoes are sensitive to increasing levels of soil
nitrogen which can effect tuber set and encourage
crops to develop more above ground than below.

This photo was taken on Friday 15th June 2012 at Terrington
near King’s Lynn Norfolk

BIO-Logical farming works!

Some early planted potatoes did get established and
are growing well, I think these will make good
crops. However, many went in late and have been
saturated far too often. The tubers will be wanting
to get going very quickly but there may be too many
of them and the plant will not take them to size.
The dilemma is to keep the crop healthy, green and
growing for as long as possible, only burn off
when really necessary, but to do this without using
excessive amounts of nitrate nitrogen which will
affect the quality and increase the risk of internal
browning and increase bruising.

Control

Selenium for potatoes
Much work has been done to show the need for and
benefit of maintaining a good selenium level in the
diet of animals and more recently humans, where it
directly influences the health and well-being of who
or whatever maintains good levels, including better
health overall. It directly fights cancer and increases
vigour and well-being.
It’s much the same on crops in general, but especially
potatoes. In trials undertaken in Helsinki Finland, the
following benefits were observed:
Selenium increased carbohydrate accumulation
and yield, as a result of the antioxidant
properties delaying senescence.
High selenium in the tubers improves storage quality
as well as improving processing qualities. Selenium
enriched potatoes would be a highly valuable source
of selenium in the human diet. Selenium can be
included in COMPLEX Potato Booster as required.

Treated with
COMPLEX Potato Booster

To achieve top quality, even-sized tubers that will
command high prices, your potatoes MUST NOT
be subjected to more stress caused by lack of
balanced minerals. Stop-Start growth is not good
and leads to cracked tubers and poor quality.
Regular application of COMPLEX Potato Booster
will maintain growth and health at all times. The
inclusion of phosphite with a full range of essential
minerals means your crop will stay healthy and
grow evenly throughout the season.
Honest John from Cambridgeshire. says:
“Foliar nutrition is the difference! My spuds achieve up to
£40 per tonne more because of their superior quality.”

Trial of potatoes grown 2011:
- Left: Untreated crop
- Right: Treated with COMPLEX Potato Booster

We take regular leaf samples for a full analysis and
the product can be tailored to suit your particular
crop requirement.

COMPLEX Potato Booster
Available in 1000 litre containers
Apply @ 15 lt/ha with alternate fungicide sprays
1 x container will treat 22ha / 55 acres
(minimum 3 x applications for best effect)

FREE leaf analysis with every 1000 lt
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